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     Desert Hawks members Darcy Wingo, 

Hal Lockett, Scott Bahde and Jim Drew 
attended and flew during the recent 

“California Jets” jet fly-in just outside 

Bakersfield at Buttonwillow.  Darcy's 

Comp-ARF Flash and Scott's Skymaster 

F-15 were carrying the new XtremeLink 

2.4 GHz system from Jim and Scott's 

Xtreme Power Systems (XPS).   

     All three were honored by the organiz-

ers, pilots and spectators at the event.  

Hal's Comp-ARF Flash jet was awarded 

second place in the People's Choice cate-

gory.  Darcy received the event's Top 
Gun award, the highest overall award.  

And Scott won the award for the Best 
Electric Ducted Fan (EDF).  Scott con-

verted the normally turbine-powered Sky-

master F-15 into a dual EDF configura-

tion having more than 6,500 watts of 

power!  It was a real crowd pleaser. 

   According to XPS:  "Darcy burned 

more than 20 gallons of jet fuel during the 

event, taking the plane to extreme limits that 

included slow rolls down on the deck, 3D fly-

ing, and his infamous "skid and go"".  

     The next event in the schedule was "Best 

in the West" put on by the Coachella RC club.  

Hal took his Flash and received the Best Jet 
award! 

     Congratulations to all of our club members 

for their success during these prestigious jet 

meets.  Check out our website for full photo 

reporting PLUS a movie you can play featur-

ing a complete flight of Hal's Flash during the 

Coachella event.  Photos and the movie were 

contributed by Darcy, from the XPS website 

plus other contributors to the RC Universe 

message boards. 

PS:  Scott and Jim have begun sales of their 
new 2.4 GHz system on their website!  Slip on 
over to www.xtremepowersystems.net and 
check out this revolutionary equipment. 
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Lunch Bunch Schedule * 
Tuesdays at 11:30 am 

Bring Husband, Wife or Guest 

 

May  1  Quiznos  91 London Bridge Rd.    

May  8  Pizza Hut 230 Swanson 

May 15 Chico’s Tacos 1641 McCulloch Blvd. 

May 22 Someplace Special  67 Mulberry Ln. 

May 29 Big John's 717 N. Lake Havasu Ave. 

 * June-August schedule-see Page  5 

  
Info:  Jim Snyder 928 453-5758 
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Jack Needham,  Editor  
TIME 2006 Man of the Year 

Club Meeting 
May 9 Mohave County Library 7:00 PM 

 

Work Day at the Field 
May 10 8:00 AM 

 

Indoor Flying 
May 21  

Aquatic Center 10 AM and 6 PM 

See note on P. 2 about summer schedules! 

HAW K S  SC O R E  B I G  AT  JE T  ME E T S  
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Desert Hawks 
30th  

Anniversary 
1977-2007 

NOTICE: 
 
There will be no Club 
meetings or newsletter for 
the months of June 
through August.   
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3rd. Monday of the 

month at the 

Lake Havasu City 

Aquatic Center 

 

Morning Sessions:  

10:00 AM to 2:00 

PM 

 

Evening Sessions:  

6:00 PM to 9:00 

PM 

 

NOTICE:  There 
WILL be flying  
on May 21,  
June 18, July 16 
and August 20, so 
mark your calen-
dars! 
  
For Information con-

tact:  

Donald Robinson 

928 764-3987 

learjet1@npgcable.com 

Indoor Flying  
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Minutes of the April 11, 2007 

Meeting of the 

Desert Hawks RC Club 

 

  The meeting was called to order by 

2nd vice president Bill Rudd with the 

pledge of allegiance at 7:00 PM. 

  Board members Dick Williams, and 

Bill Welch were present. There were 

12 members along with 2 guests, 

Joan Rudd and Susanna Fuhrman. 

  A motion to accept the minutes of 

the March 14, 2007 was made by 

John Drives. The motion was sec-

onded and approved. 

  Dick Williams reported that we 

have $4,914.03 in our checking ac-

count. A motion to accept the treas-

urer’s report was made by Don 

Robinson. The motion was seconded 

and approved. 

  Bill Rudd thanked the members 

who helped spread the fill material 

around the field last month at work-

day. 

  Bill gave a short talk regarding the 

charging of the new Li-po batteries 

that are being used in the electric air-

craft. He demonstrated his method of 

charging them, using a coffee can for 

safety. 

  Scott brought his PA-65 u-control 

line airplane for show and tell. He 

flies it on a 65-foot line. Using a 

tuned pipe, it turns up at 10,200 rpm 

and it will reach 60 mph running at 

full throttle.    

  John Camp has 9 large shirts left at 

$5.00 each, and several 2005 hats 

for sale at $1.00 each. 

  Bill thanked Ken Jackson and Jack 

Needham for the great articles re-

garding the history of the Desert 

Hawks. 

  We have a new lock at the gate. It 

is the one painted blue. The same 

combination will open it. 

  Bill asked what we were going to 

do about impounding the new 2.4 

GHz transmitters. Apparently the 

fellows that have them are not using 

the impound board. After a lengthy 

discussion, Don Robinson made the 

motion that we table the question of 

using the impound board until the 

fall meeting.  He feels by then if 

there is a problem we will then de-

cide how to handle the situation. 

The motion was seconded and ap-

proved. 

  (JUST A REMINDER FEL-

LOWS)! If you turn on your trans-

mitter and cause a crash, YOU pay 

for the airplane that crashes!  

  Don Robinson made a motion that 

we purchase a new water faucet for 

the men’s rest room. The motion 

was seconded and approved. Derald 

Watland will do the installation. 

  Glenn Watland made the motion to 

adjourn. Motion seconded and 

passed. Meeting adjourned at 8:00 

PM. 

 

 Submitted by Bill Welch,  Secretary 

M e e t i n g  M i n u t e s  
B y  B i l l  We l c h ,  S e c r e t a r y  



Page 3  
NewsNewsNewsNews ----OOOO ---- F l y in ’F ly in ’F ly in ’F ly in ’     

 
Bill Rudd  

(928) 846-2315 

 

Gary Bennett  

(928) 453-1501 

 

Bill Welch  

(928) 680-3406 

 

Jim Maguire  

(928) 855-9738 

 

Tom Henderson  

(928) 505-4311 

 

Larry Lietzau 

(928) 465-6450 

 
Check out the beginner’s  

information on the 

Club’s website: 

 

www.deserthawksrc.com 

Desert Hawks Flight  
Instructors are: 

H O W  D O  C L U B S  D E A L  W I T H  2 . 4  G H Z ?   
B Y  J A C K  N E E D H A M   

     I’ve been curious about what clubs are doing 

about impounding 2.4 GHz transmitters, requir-

ing frequency pins, and other procedures so I 

did a little research.   George Field, our Safety 

Officer, says the Board has not discussed the 

matter, but thinks they will in the Fall.   It was 

apparently discussed briefly at the last Club 

meeting. 

 

     Here are some quotes I dug up:  

 

     Spektrum (Horizon Hobby) says:  "The 

Spektrum’s ability to seek an open channel and 

its other robust anti-interference features mean 

that Spektrum equipped radios don’t have to be 

impounded. They can’t interfere with conven-

tional radios, and they can’t be turned on within 

their own band unless there’s an open channel, 

so only paranoia and faulty logic would land 

your radio in the impound"  

 
     Futaba says:  "Thanks to Futaba quality and 

reliability, you can fly anywhere - R/C airfield, 

neighborhood park, schoolyard - without con-

cern for signal conflict or frequency pins!" 

 

     The AMA's Technical Director, Steve Tay-
lor says:  From AMA's standpoint, there is no 

need to impound the (2.4 GHz) transmitters." 

He goes on to say that there is also "No need for 

frequency pins for 2.4 GHz."  However, he 

notes that "Some CD's may require it 

(impounding of radios) at major events."  

 

     Our Club’s current frequency control proce-

dure can be broken into three tasks the pilot 

must complete before he turns on his 72 MHz 

radio: 

 

1.    He is required to impound his 72 MHz 

radio and ensure that the switch is "off" 

when he unpacks it from his vehicle and 

between flights.  No radio is to leave the 

impound area without a frequency pin.  

72 MHz radios that are not on the flight 

line must be located in the impound, not 

in the pits or spectator areas.  The im-

pound is the way the Club tries to stop 

members from accidentally turning on 

their radio without being in possession 

of the proper frequency pin.  It is not 

infallible, but helps somewhat for gen-

eral club use.  However, an impound is 

invaluable during meets (like our own 

Float Fly) when it can be manned by 

frequency control volunteers. 

 

2.    The pilot is required to be in posses-

sion of the proper 72 MHz frequency 
pin before leaving the impound area 

and turning on his transmitter.  The fre-

quency pin requirement is mandatory 

and necessary for 72 MHz radios.   

Nearly every club has some kind of pin 

procedure for 72 MHz.  We'd be lost 

without it. 

 

3.    Finally, the pilot  is required to leave 

some identification behind when he 

takes the frequency pin, either a Club 

membership card, or, for non-members, 

an AMA card.  This serves three pur-

poses.  It shows whether he is or is not 

a Club member and whether he is sub-

ject to non-member fees.  It shows that 

if he is a non-member he is, at least, an 

AMA member.  Finally, for identifica-

tion purposes, it shows who is utilizing 

that frequency so some accommodation 

can be made if another flyer shows up 

with the same frequency.   

 

     So, what are our options concerning 2.4 

GHz radios?  The Canadian MAAC and our 

AMA leave it up to the Clubs, but emphasize 

that there is no need to impound a radio on the 

2.4 GHz band.  There is no need to keep the 

transmitter out of the pilot's hands as it cannot 

interfere with any other radio in use by any 

other pilot, regardless of frequency.  Of course, 

if the transmitter is using a 2.4 GHz “module“, 

it must be impounded if it is ever converted 

back to 72 MHz.  Also, since the 2.4 GHz radio 

cannot be assigned a frequency, you cannot 
(Continued on page 6) 
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L O C A L  H O B B Y  S H O P S  

   (Editors note:  In case you did-
n’t know, Darcy Wingo is now out 
of  town.  Drop him a line at his 
email,  
darcyw@swiftwireless.net .  I’m 
sure he’ll be glad to hear from 
you.   
 
                                    
         4/15/07 
Hello Jack and friends, 
  

We got here two days ago 
and its beautiful here as far as 
scenery goes.  We back up 
against some pretty big moun-
tains. 
  

You can email me any time, I 
have excellent Internet ac-
cess, mobile. 
  

You all take care and I will do 
the same. 
  

Regards, 
  

Darcy Wingo 
 
 
PS:  Darcy sent us some pictures 
which we have posted on the 
website (April’s album). 

Big Boy’s Toys Hobby Central 
2109 McCulloch Blvd. 

Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403 

928 854-1441 

 

The roster is up-

dated in the mem-

bers’ section. 

 

Links for Arizona 

RC Club sites are 

now included on the 

links page. 

 
 

Website Additions 

A N O T E  F R O M  D A R C Y  

HAVAHOBBY LLC 
2029 W. Acoma Blvd. #C 

Lake Havasu City, AZ 86403 

928 855-7877 

www.havasuhobbies.com 

A N O T E  F R O M  A R T  G R I S E Z  

             Thanks to everyone for helping to make 
our stay in LHC very enjoyable. Also thanks for 
the update on the CA Jets fly-in. Carolyn and I 
are getting settled in. Frost, (light) in the morn-
ings.  
 
             Please advise the "Circle of Knowledge" 
that I enjoy flying and chewing the fat with them. 
We may start flying here in a couple of weeks.  
The road home was great, no snow, no rain and 
blue sky all the way.  

Congratulations to you and Bruce for getting 
your jet waivers!!  
 
Keep 'Em Flying, Art 
 
 
We’ll miss you too, Art.  You always laugh at 
our dumb jokes. 
         Sincerely, 
         The Burn Barrel Brain-trust  
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            More excerpts from Mack Steven’s 

Desert Hawks history: 

 

            “During 1978 and 1979, it was the 

main goal of the Club to obtain a flying field 

at Sara Park.  There was a lot of hard work 

put in by the members trying to convince 

people that the Club was deserving of a spot 

at Sara Park. 

 

            Wally Kiffer and Marlin Northrup 

attended meetings of the Havasu Recreation 

Committee and other members talked to 

City Officials.  However, not much progress 

was being made but fortunately for the Club 

and the Havasu flyers, Jim Sterling was a 

County Supervisor and also a member of the 

Club. 

 

            Jim was asked to see if he could help 

us get a flying field at Sara Park.  Jim had 

good connections and he was finally able to 

get a flying site authorized in Sara Park.  

Jim was further able to get the County to do 

the grading and spread sand and apply a 

good application of weed killer acid on the 

field.  This compacted and made a good 

hard surface. 

 

            The flying field was first put in op-

eration in late 1979 or early 1980.  The 

members didn't stop there, they raked 

rocks, repaired fences, laid down carpet 

and moved old tires around and made 

other basic improvements. 

 

            During 1983, Robert Ryba built 

the component parts for a shade cabana at 

his home.  These components were sub-

sequently hauled to the field in J.T. 

Scott's truck and assembled at the field. 

 

In late 1983 or early 1984 the County 

oiled the runways and spread a thin layer 

of sand over the oil, this compacted to 

make fairly good runways.  In 1984 a 

small toilet house was obtained from the 

Sara Park Ranger, Bill Roberts, and in-

stalled at the flying field.  The club 

loaned a water pump to Sara Park so that 

water could be pumped to the storage 

tank above the toilet house, thus a flush 

toilet. 

 

During 1985, the pit area was rearranged 

to make for more parking, some carpet 

was put down and a radio impound shelf 

was built and installed under the shade 

cabana.” 

 

Next:  Where they flew before there was a 
Sterling Field.   

C L U B  H I S T O RY -SARA P A R K  

 
H E L P !  

We need someone 

to store the Club 

airplanes for the 

summer.  There are 

three trainers, two 

LT-40s and one 

other smaller 

trainer.  Otherwise, 

they will get dam-

aged in the heat. 

Call one of the Offi-

cers, he’ll tell you 

how to open the 

shed door. 

          Thanks! 

S U M M E R  L U N C H  S C H E D U L E  
Since there will be no newsletter, 

here are the lunch dates and loca-

tions for June-August: 

 
June  5 Carl’s Jr  275 N. Lake Havasu Ave. 

June 12 China Buffet 91 London Bridge Rd. 

June 19 Schlotzsky's 2144 McCulloch Blvd. N 

June 26 Scotty's Chicken 410 El Camino Way 

 

 

July  3 Brewed Awakening 3269 S. Maricopa 

            (Basha’s Center) 

July 10 Casa Serrano 150 Swanson 

July 17 BBQ Bill’s 3557 Maricopa 

July 24 Pizza Hut 230 Swanson 

July 31 Quiznos  91 London Bridge Rd. 

             ********************* 

Aug  7 Chico’s Tacos 1641 McCulloch Blvd.  

Aug 14 Someplace Special  67 Mulberry Ln. 

Aug 21 Big John's 717 N. Lake Havasu Ave. 

Aug 28 Chili Charlie’s 790 Lake Havasu Ave                       
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2.4 GHz 
(Continued from page 3) 

very well require the operator to have, in his po-

sition, a frequency pin. 
 

     However, there are some other requirements 

a Club may have.  For example, we’ll start see-

ing 2.4 GHz radios sitting on tables behind the 

flight line if we choose not to impound them.  

This may be confusing.  It would be nice to be 

able to identify it as a 2.4 GHz radio.  One club 

requires the frequency "tag" (that we all carry 

on our transmitters with the two-digit channel 

number on it) to, instead, have two large red X's 

on it, making it immediately identifiable as a 2.4 

GHz transmitter.  Or the Club could provide a 

bright red tag or clip to put on the transmitter 

for the day.  This would seem reasonable.   

 

     What about the club knowing the member-

ship status of each flyer?  We certainly have the 

right and responsibility to seek proof of AMA 

or Club membership.  One club has a place for 

2.4 GHz flyers to put their membership card.  

We already have a shelf labeled “2.4 GHz” 

where membership cards could be left for the 

day.  The pilot could then pick up a tag identify-

ing his radio as not being subject to impound-

ing.  Requiring this much of 2.4 GHz flyers 

probably makes sense.  Requiring impounding 

or frequency pins?  You decide. 

 

     My research also revealed two advantages to 

the Club of 2.4 GHz radios.  First, as more 2.4 

GHz radios show up at the field, there will be 

fewer members on 72 MHz band, resulting in 

less congestion. 

 

     Secondly, we know that park flyers and 

helicopters fly differently than guys with ni-

tro or gas fixed-wing planes.  This is not a 

criticism, it is a fact.  They like to fly "close 

in", which means they are usually flying be-

hind the far edge of the runway or even over 

the flight line, where they are not supposed 

to fly.  They seldom go into the "pattern" 

with the larger gas or nitro planes. 

 

     I've often heard it said that it would be 

nice if there were a place they could safely 

fly away from the runways so they would not 

interfere with larger fixed-wing planes flying 

the pattern or performing "touch and goes".  

That’s never been workable because of  the 

fact that they would be so far from our fre-

quency and impound boards and would be 

required to go back and forth to relinquish 

the pin every time their flight was over. 

 

     Well, if park flyers and helicopters were 

on 2.4 GHz, they could easily leave their 

membership card at the frequency board and 

go fly at the designated area (the area by the 

new control line circle comes to mind) with-

out having to return to the board until they 

are done for the day.  

 

Jack  

             Though sparsely attended, the work 

day was very successful.  Derald Watland and 

Leon Fuhrman spent several hours replacing 

the faucet in the men's bathroom!  You know, 

the one that has dripped for the last several 

years?  This was accomplished by removing 

the deep-sink from the wall, replacing the fau-

cet and re-attaching the sink.  And a nice look-

ing faucet it is.  Both handles now deliver wa-

ter, but you can wait until Hell freezes over be-

fore you'll get any hot water!   

Thanks to Derald and Leon.  We’re just glad 

we weren’t paying you by the hour!   

              

             On the earthmoving front, Brenton 

Rhoades worked on the east end of the small 

runway, smoothing off the run-off area.   

 

             Meanwhile, Glen Watland was busy 

painting the framework for our new sign.  A 

big thanks to Brenton and Glen, too!     

W O R K  D AY  R E P O RT  

Are held on the  

second Wednesday 

of the month at the 

Mohave County  

Library at 7:00 PM. 

Members and 

guests are welcome, 

and raffles are gen-

erally held. 

 

The next meeting is 

on May 9. 

 

There will be no 
meetings in June, 
July and August.  
See you September 
12!  

Club Meetings 
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President: Charlie Paska 

(928) 486-2897 

charliepaska@gmail.com 

 

Vice President: Jim Maguire  

(928) 855-9738 

jmaguire@citlink.net 

 

2nd Vice President:  

Bill Rudd 

(928) 846-2315 

brudd@junocom 

 

Treasurer: Dick Williams 

(928) 680-9791 

dhwill34@frontiernet.net 

 

Secretary: Bill Welch 

(928) 680-3406 

billfrombc@aol.com 

 

Safety Officer: George Field 

(928) 855-1197 

gefield@frontiernet.net 

O F F I C E R S /

D I R E C T O R S  

12 Rules of Model Aviation  

1.  Perfection in model building is a desirable goal, unless completion of the air-
plane within your lifetime is important.  

2.  Airspeed is life to your model, altitude is life insurance.  No airplane ever col-
lided with the sky.  

3.  Always fly your airplane with your head, not just your hands. Never let your 
model go somewhere your brain didn't get to five seconds earlier.  

4.  The probability of model survival is equal to the angle of arrival.  

5.  Flying a model airplane is not dangerous; crashing it is dangerous. 

6.  Good judgment comes from experience and experience comes from bad 
judgment.  

7.  There are three simple rules for making a smooth landing. Unfortunately, no 
one knows what they are.  

8.  It's a good landing if you can still bend the landing gear back to its normal 
position.  

9.  A fool and his money are soon flying a more aerobatic model than he can 
handle.  

10. The nicer an airplane looks, the more likely it is to crash.  

11. A model airplane may disappoint a good pilot, but it won't surprise him.  

12. If God meant for man to fly model jets, He'd have given him more money. 

I dialed a number and got the following re-

cording: 

 

   "I am not available right now, but 

   Thank you for caring enough to call. 

   I am making some changes in my life. 

   Please leave a message after the 

   Beep. If I do not return your call, 

   You are one of the changes." 

                  ************* 

 My wife and I had words, 

 But I didn't get to use mine. 

                  ************* 

The irony of life is that, by the time 

You're old enough to know your way 

Around, you're not going anywhere. 

                  ************* 

I was always taught to respect my elders, 

But it keeps getting harder to find one. 

 

Thanks, Bob 
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Jack Needham 

jneedham@ctaz.com 

(928) 505-7834 

 

 

Newsletter  Editor: 

Jack Needham 

jneedham@ctaz.com 

(928) 505-7834 

Club Website: 

www.deserthawksrc.com 

Webmaster:  Jack Needham 

jneedham@ctaz.com 

May 2007 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 Lunch @ 
Quiznos 

2 3 4 5 Madera 
Giant Scale 
Fly-In 

6 7 8 Lunch @ 
Pizza Hut 
 

9 Club 
Meeting 
7:00-Library 

10 Work 
Day @ Field 
8:00 AM 

11 12 

13 14 15 Lunch @ 
Chico’s  
Tacos 

16 17 18 19 L.A.Jets 

20 21 Indoor Fly-
ing 10 & 6 
Aquatic Center 

22 Lunch @ 
Someplace 
Special 

23 24 25 26 

27 NOTE 28 See in-
door flying 
note on P. 2 

29 Lunch @ 
Big John’s 

30 31   


